
   

OCTOBER 25
XI JINPING AND HIS PARTY 
Many observers consider President Xi  
the new emperor of China and compare  
his power to that of Mao. His father, a  
revolutionary fighter and close advisor  
to Mao, was subsequently purged from  
leadership. What are the lessons of  
history? Juan Wang of McGill University  
talks about the rise of Xi and his agenda  
for the Communist Party and China. 
Supported by a donation from Monica Sheridan 

NOVEMBER 8
MONEY, MORALITY, AND  
CHINA'S NEW RICH
In just two decades, China went from being 
one of the most equal societies in the world 
to one of the most unequal. Who exactly  
are China's new rich, and how are success 
and status being redefined? John Osburg of 
University of Rochester examines the social, 
moral, and spiritual impacts of the largest 
economic boom in human history. 
Sponsored by Julie Parker & Tracey Sweeney Schenk, 
Salespersons, Royal Service Real Estate Inc.,  
Brokerage, 905-885-7627

NOVEMBER 22
THE BIG PICTURE: CONTEMPORARY 
CHINESE ART AND ITS DISSIDENTS
Chinese artists are seen as either  
activists standing up to an authoritarian 
government, or opportunists complying  
with market demands. Yi Gu of University of 
Toronto discusses the many stages and  
faces of contemporary Chinese art, which 
changed greatly from its inception in the 
early 1980s and continues to evolve in  
unexpected directions.      
Supported by a donation from Grant Jameson & 
Joe Friday 

BEST DEAL 
AVAILABLE UNTIL OCTOBER 25
Package of 10 pre-selected Thursday and/or 
Friday tickets: $170 

GOOD DEAL
AVAILABLE UNTIL OCTOBER 25
Package of 5 pre-selected Thursday and/or 
Friday tickets: $90 

SINGLE TICKETS
For any Thursday, Friday, or  
Special Event: $20
Victoria Hall Box Office accepts Visa,  
cash or cheques payable to:  
Town of Cobourg. The box office is open 
Monday to Friday 9 AM – 4:30 PM  
(closed on holidays). Service charges apply.
Tickets can be purchased at  
the door as space permits.

NOVEMBER 1
A NOT SO DELICATE BALANCE
China under Xi Jinping has developed  
unrivalled international trade opportunities, 
become the world’s banker, and emerged  
as a leader in cyber security. But ambitious 
foreign policy requires a stable country  
with strong domestic controls – including 
electronic surveillance, labour standards and 
human rights violations that make western 
nations uncomfortable. Guy Saint-Jacques, 
Canada’s Ambassador to China from  
2012-2016, discusses the new China and 
the implications for Canada.  
Supported by The Mac & Sally Bradden Foundation,  
with accommodation provided by

NOVEMBER 15
WHAT ARE HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHINA?
China is often criticized for its abuse of 
human rights, but what this means in the 
Chinese context remains a puzzle for both 
Chinese citizens and outside observers.  
Sida Liu of University of Toronto traces the 
history of human rights in China since  
1949 and discusses how this concept is 
interpreted by the Chinese party-state and 
contested by activists and the general  
public in everyday struggles.
Sponsored by

Thursdays 7:30 – 9:30 PM  
Columbus Centre 
232 Spencer St. E., Cobourg

TALKS

TICKETS
Purchase and select tickets through the  
VICTORIA HALL BOX OFFICE 

1.  ONLINE: 
 www.concerthallatvictoriahall.com

2.  BY PHONE: 
 905.372.2210 or TOLL FREE at   
 1.855.372.2210

3.  IN PERSON: 
 Victoria Hall, 55 King Street West
 Cobourg, ON K9A 2M2

IT IS A DREAM IN FOUR 
PARTS: STRONG CHINA;  
CIVILIZED CHINA;  
HARMONIOUS CHINA;  
AND BEAUTIFUL CHINA.
But can China create a new reality 
based on ancient values of respect 
for culture, family and nature by 
harnessing technology? Or must 
the China dream rely on the  
manipulation of patriotism and the 
power of an authoritarian state?

Cobourg and Port Hope
October 25 – November 25, 2018

The
China 
Dream

“THE CHINA 
DREAM,”  
DECLARED  
CHINA’S 
PRESIDENT XI,  
“IS A DREAM OF 
REJUVENATION.”



  

SPECIAL 
EVENTS

OCTOBER 26
MIGRANT WORKERS AND MINORITIES
China has 250 million domestic migrant 
workers who have moved from rural areas 
to the cities, and 100 million ethnic  
minorities. This leads to social and political 
instability and a problem for the Chinese 
government. Juan Wang of McGill University 
discusses the dilemma the government faces 
in managing these two population groups. 

NOVEMBER 9
GENDER INEQUALITY AND  
“LEFTOVER WOMEN” IN CHINA 
China is home to more self-made female 
billionaires than any other country. Yet  
beyond the catchy headlines, as John Osburg  
of University of Rochester explains,  
the social and economic gains made by  
women in post-Mao China have been  
accompanied by new forms of discrimination 
and inequality.

Fridays 9 – 11 AM 
Port Hope Library
Up close and personal 
with our speakers

NOVEMBER 2
IS THERE ANY CHANCE FOR A 
“GREEN CHINA”? 
China’s rapid economic development has  
led to huge problems in air, water, and  
soil pollution; loss of farmland; and impacts 
on health. How is the government dealing 
with environmental issues? What happens 
when citizens go out into the streets to 
protest? Graeme Lang of City University 
of Hong Kong looks at the problems and 
the struggles, and makes some predictions 
about the future.   

NOVEMBER 16
ADVOCATES AND SUSPECTS
In 2015, China rounded up more than  
200 activist lawyers. They have been  
described in Chinese state media as  
troublemakers and part of a “major criminal 
gang.” Some face serious charges of  
subverting state power. Sida Liu of  
University of Toronto explores the work  
and life stories of those lawyers, and the 
politics of crime and punishment in China.
Sponsored by 

NOVEMBER 23
THE BEAUTIFUL COUNTRYSIDE
The past five years have witnessed a  
rural revival movement known as “the 
Beautiful Countryside,” initially launched 
by the Xi regime and quickly embraced by 
architects, artists, and public intellectuals. 
Yi Gu of University of Toronto examines  
how the campaign has led to heated debates 
on what “beauty” means not only in  
rural China, but in our environmentally  
endangered world in general. 
Sponsored by

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4
2 PM
SO YOU WANT TO PLAY THE URHU??
Members of the Toronto Chinese Orchestra, 
currently celebrating its 25th anniversary, 
introduce us to traditional Chinese  
instruments and play short selections of 
classical and contemporary Chinese music.
Sponsored by   Venue sponsor

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25
2 PM
EVERYDAY LIFE IN CHINA
A panel of recent immigrants from China 
speak about their school lives and family 
lives in China; the impact of the One Child 
Policy; growing domestic surveillance; and 
much more. Moderated by Karin Wells.
Sponsored by  Venue sponsor

CHINA MOVIES AT  
THE LOFT
The famous documentary  
Last Train Home plus two feature films. 
NOV. 6, 13, and 20
7 PM
Tickets $10 each
201 Division St, Cobourg

DISCUSSIONS

Insurance Protection Group
995 Elgin St W, Suite 1, Cobourg

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28 
10 AM 
SHANGHAI DIM SUM
Board the NLC bus for Markham. Enjoy  
a Shanghai Dim Sum meal, learn  
about Chinese food and much more!  
(lunch price extra)
Sponsored by 


